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TIEN FENG, 1953, Continued, 


October, The October numbers are filled with reports of anniversary celebrations, first 
congratulating the government on its fourth birthday, and secondly, congratulating the Reform 
Committee on its third birthday. Most of the news items are written up as though it was the 
spontaneous idea of the local group to celebrate that anniversary, but one small item gives a 
clue, I think, to what really happened, Rev, Chao Ching-sheng, District Superintendent of 
the Huchow District of the East China Methodist Conference, sent a notice to all the pastors on 
his district that they should hold an anniversary celebration, and send in a written report of their 
three years’ work to the central Reform Committee. 


The Bulletin has already reported the revival of the Nanking Seminary Magazine, but an 
October Tien Feng gives more details, The Magazine is free, any one who wants it is invited 
to write and ask for it. The first number has an article by President K. H. Ting on Preaching 
‘y nd Bodily Health; there are sermons by the two vice-presidents, Andrew Cheng and Ting Yu- 
( Penang, and by James Chen (Chen Che-ming), The Magazine will be published irregularly 
(pu ting ch’*i). 


Two ordination services are reported in this month, one CCC, and the other Episcopal. 
Weng Ts’ui-kuang was ordained in the Kuangtung Synod of the CCC, the first ordination in that 
Synod since ‘‘liberation’’, In the Episcopal service at Hangchow Shou Chung-hsi and Wang 
Chi-liang were ordained priests, and Chu T’ien-ling, Niu Chih-fang, Ch’en En-fu, Sun Chiu- 
wei, Sun Hsi-p’ei were ordained deacons, / 


A CCC church in Kuangtung, the Hsuehch*ien Church at Taishan Kungi, reports steady 
growth, Sunday morning congregations average 130, and Sundayschool for both children and 
adults is carried on. The church has recently been repaired. By using old materials and by 
contributing labor, the members were able to keep down the cash cost of this repair to 


JMP300, 000, 


Another church reporting progress is the Baptist Church at the East Gate in Meihsien, Kuang- 
tung, where the number of church-members has increased to over 200. Sunday morning services 
begin with a political study class at nine, led by the pastor Wang Shou-wang, followed by 
Sundayschool at ten and preaching service at eleven, A prayer and Bible study meeting is held 
for members every Tuesday evening. The news item states that since many of the former 
officials of this congregation were landlords they have all been replaced, and now they com- 
pletely have new personnel in their governing body and committees, 


As an example of the way in which the government uses Protestant influence in its fight 
against the Legion of Mary in the Catholic Church, the following incident is very revealing. 
On August 7 the mayor of Canton called a meeting of religion representatives, at which about 
50 Protestants were present, to report to them on the government action against certain Catholic 
priests and in outlawing the Legion of Mary, After the report Rev. Hsiung Chen-p’ei spoke for 
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the Protestants in assuring patriotic Catholics of the support of Protestants in the fight against re) 
imperialism, The mayor stated that the government action in destroying the Legion of Mary Cc 
was precisely to make possible the continuance of the principle of freedom of religious belief, DI 
That is to say, only in a society where every unit has been so subdued to the general pattern 

that they dare not undertake any independent thought, is it safe to proclaim a theoretical 
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November, The True Jesus Church in Liling, Hunan, seems to have had some trouble, A an 
conference of 56 of their preachers and leading laymen of that county met September 7-9 evi- sti 


dently to hear a report on and approve action taken against three of their leaders who are called 
renegades; Isaac Wei, Andrew Chou and'Sheng Chu-ch’uan, They dutifully approved, ‘*We 


used to think these three were apostles, loyal servants of the Lord, and our spiritual guides; now Re 
we know they are robbers and hypocrites and our enemies,’’ It is not clear from the article what fo 
the charges against these three were, or what the final action against them was, They may na 
have been already under arrest, and this church action of approval was then demanded by the It 
government in order to put a face of popular approval on their action; or under government se: 
threat of action against the whole church, they may simply have been dropped from the roll of su 
preachers and expelled from the church, But certainly the above language would never have Pr 
been used against them except under government pressure. m 
Another point the True Jesus Church in Liling has been having trouble with is faith healing. ee 
In this conference they were sternly warned that it was not only unscriptural to oppose the use of 
medicine, but also against the policy of the government, ov 
More Yenching Theological Seminary news is contained in one of the November Tien rs 


Fengs. The fall semester opened on October 19. The chief faculty change was the addition of 
Rev. Hsieh Shou-ling as a full time member of the faculty. Rev. Hsieh is a Lutheran, and was 


formerly with the Lutheran Seminary, and also for a number of years with Nanking Theological wi 
Seminary, While with the latter school he translated into Chinese Walker’s Church History, as of 
well as a number of other important works, What has caused him now to leave Hankow and ca 


join the Yenching faculty we cannot conjecture, 


December, Only two numbers were published in December, December 7 and a special 
Christmas number, The former has already been reviewed in these columns, The latter has a 
number of special articles on the meaning of Christmas, and especially stressing the Prince of 
Peace idea, The front page is an attractive picture showing the Magi following the star. Tseo 
Ping-yi, former Nanking Theological Seminary professor, and now in Marcus Chen's Chungking 
Theological Seminary (Tseo is named here, not as acting president in Marcus Chen’s absence, 
but merely as professor), has a meditation on the names of the Messiah in Isaiah 9:6,7. Wang 
Shen-ying has an article on The Light of Bethlehem, Marcus Chen has a full page Christmas M 
prayer, A 

Not so definitely of a Christmas nature is the article by Louis Tsai, of Nanchang, on ‘‘ The 
Positive Jesus’’, Making use of the Communist fondness for the term positive, he points out that 
Jesus was always positive in his words and deeds, because he had a positive mission to perform. ror 
That mission was to glorifyGod and save mankind, We should like Jesus be positive in life, be- Pr 
cause like him we have a mission to perform. This article arouses the hope that the more deeply M 

Ju 


thoughtful of the Christian leaders in China will discover how to use Communist terminology in 
the expression of pure evangelical truth. Such an attempt of course involves the danger of per- 
version, but in the hands of men deeply grounded in the faith it can become a valuable instru- 
ment for evangelistic preaching. 


Last fall the steel windows of the Christian Literature Society building in Shanghai needed 
painting. To hire it done would cost a hundred million or more, and this the impoverished SC 
Society could not afford, Its workmen therefore loyally undertook to do the job themselves. A ae 
news item graphically describes one of the bolder workmen standing on the windowsill nine 
stories up, scraping off the old paint and stroking on the new. The whole job was done for just | 5° 
the cost of paint and brushes, a mere JMP1, 600,000, 


Another news item tells of the severe suffering in North Shantung in the summer and fall 
of 1953 through floods, Many churches in north Shantung were very active in helping their less 1 
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] — brethren, and found their own faith strengthened through their loving labors, 


DRAFT CONSTITUTION 


A draft constitution for the People’s Republic of China was issued on June 14, There is 
first a rather lengthy preamble, and then Chapter I takes up General Principles. In this it is 
stated that there are now four types of property ownerships; state, co-operative, individual, 
and capitalistic, The last three are given a provisional legal status, but it is stated: ‘*The 
state insures priority for the development of state-owned economy.’’ 


Chapter 2 is on The State Structure, ‘*The National People’s Congress of the People’s 
Republic of China is the highest organ of state power.** This Congress is elected for a term of 
four years, from ‘‘provinces, municipalities directly subordinate to the central authority, 
national minorities, the armed forces and Chinese residents abroad,*’ It is to meet once a year, 
It elects the Chairman and Vice-chairman of the Republic, a Standing Committee which repre- 
sents it when it is not in session, and most important of all, the State Council, which is the 
supreme executive authority. After it has elected the Chairman, the Chairman nominates the 
Premier, After his nomination has been confirmed by the Congress, the Premier nominates the 
members of the State Council, There are further provisions on provincial, county and local 
government organs, and on the judicial system, 


Chapter 3 is entitled Fundamental Rights and Duties of Citizens. All men and women 
over the age of 18 have the right to vote, except, of course, those who have been listed as 
“feudal landlords and bureaucratic capitalists’’, Article 88 states: ‘‘Citizens of the People’s 
Republic of China have freedom of religious belief.’’ 


A final short chapter is on National Flag, State Emblem, Capital. The familiar red flag 
with five stars is recognized, The emblem is a picture of Tien An Gate, Peking under the light 
of five stars, framed with ears of grain, and with.a cogwheel at the base. Peking is named the 
capital, 


) é There has been a very considerable amount of editorial comment hailing the publication 


f this draft. The Peking People’s Daily for June 18 carried a series of messages from religious 
leaders, artists and scientists hailing the publication of the draft constitution. Y. T. Wu was 
one of the contributors, He called special attention to Article 88 guaranteeing religious free- 
dom. ‘This freedom,’* he said, most precious, 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Australia, where he has been Home Director for Australia and New Zealand, and chairman of 
the Kezwick-type conventions which have been held in various places in those countries, 


Recent deaths; Robert Fitch, Presbyterian, formerly president of Hangchow Christian 
College, and active member of the Union Committee that produced Hymns of Universal 
Praise; Mrs, John Irish, (formerly Methodist, Hinghwa) at their home in Berkeley, California; 
Mr. B, Ward Smith, formerly YMCA, Tsingtao and Navy Y, Shanghai, of a heart attack, Nov. 
Il, 1953, at his home in Kansas City; Rev. Arthur Allen, Protestant Episcopal, Hankow, on 
July 1, 1954, in New York City. 


Northern Baptists are opening up new work in Hong Kong. Two of their for mainland 
missionaries, Rev. Loren Noren and Miss Edna Smith, are under appointment for vo there, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


Six new middle schools and a teachers’ training school are being built in Chungking. A 
50% increase in junior middle school enrolment is expected this fall. 


The Pei Shan area in Hangchow, adjacent to West Lake, has been made a cultural and 
educational district. It includes the campuses of Chekiang University, the Chekiang Normal 
College, the Hangchow Hydraulic Power Generation School, the Hangchow School of Chemical 

ec. the Hangchow School of Commerce, the Hangchow Building Construction School, 


Australian J, Oswald Sanders has been appointed General Director of the China Inland 
Mission. The headquarters of this Mission are now in Singapore. He will move there from 
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